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“If you want to go to a warm, inviting and 

inspirational place – then make your way to 

the Craft Café. There you will be greeted by 

enthusiasm followed by a cup of tea or coffee.

Next you will be encouraged to pick up a 

pencil or a crayon or a paint brush or knitting 

needles or sewing threads even if you’ve not 

done so before. You mustn’t say – “I can’t do 

that” because you’ll be told everyone can do 

something with encouragement and some 

assistance if wanted.

As one who failed her artist’s badge in the Girl 

Guides and for more than 70 years believed 

she was useless at anything artistic, I have 

overcome this feeling and get so much 

enjoyment from trying. I’ve even sold some 

efforts.

Now – re-read the first sentence!”

Netta

Craft Cafe Member
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This book features a collection of artworks 

created from November 2020 to March 2022 

by Craft Café members in three Viewpoint 

care homes in Edinburgh. It is a period of 

time marked by many changes caused by 

the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; however, 

throughout these uncertain and often 

challenging times, the spirit of creativity has 

shone through. This book celebrates and 

explores the artistic and creative achievements 

of residents from St. Raphael's Care Home, 

Marian House Care Home, and Lennox House 

Care Home who have attended Craft Café 

in its various forms and at different points 

throughout this period of time. The collection 

demonstrates a wide range of themes, interests, 

styles, and techniques and aims to highlight 

the versatility and uniqueness of each person’s 

creative expression.

 

It is the utmost honour to facilitate, encourage, 

and witness each member’s personal journey

and self-expression each day at workshops. 

We are always incredibly moved to see a 

Craft Café member – maybe someone who 

would never consider themselves “an artist” 

– find enjoyment, satisfaction, and peace in 

exploring artistic processes, learning new skills, 

rediscovering previous interests, or just being 

present in a creative space. And it is especially 

joyful to then celebrate all of the achievements 

that arise from this experience!

We are so pleased to share this work with you, 

both in this book and at the exhibition itself, 

which will be opening in the new Craft Café 

gallery space from the 10th to the 13th May 

2022. 

Sarah Derron

Craft Café Coordinating Tutor

Introduction



Abstract, 
Experimental and 

Mark-making  



Sleepy Mark Making, Sandra A Moment’s Pause, Shora



Circles 1, Margaret Circles 2, Margaret



Mark Making 1, Scott

Mark Making 2, Scott



Giving it a go, Anne

Climbing to the Top, Rising to the Top, Anne



Watercolour Movements, Jessie

Composition in Blue and Yellow, Betty



Exploring Colour, Jenni Collaborative Mark Making, Derek



Composition in Blue and Orange, John Experimental Art, Craft Café member



Listening to Jazz, Ann
Lennox Collaboration



Colourscape, Leo Sleepy Markmarking, Roseanne



Experiments with Brusho, Muriel Making Marks, Fran



Figure in Four Colours, Rosemary

Joyful Mark Marking, Christina



Morgan 3-Wheeler Zooming Around the Bend, Geoff

Composition in Black, Red and Green, Margaret



Celebrating the Stitch, Halla Experimental Art, Nan



I’m just Playing! (Above), Sketchbook (Right), Lorna



Exploring Painting Together 1, R.W. Exploring Painting Together 2, R.W.



People and Places



Inspired by G.L. Hunter, Netta

Pitlochry, Netta



Rocky Landscape, Netta 

Winter Scene, Craft Café member



Little Man, Jess

Landscape, J.W.



I went on a Trip to Nepal (conversation with Sarah), Enid

Underwater? Fireworks? Which, or not at all, Craft Café member



Boat on the River, Helen

Sea Colours, Elizabeth



Isle of Uist, Morag

Matterhorn, Morag



The Opening of the Eye, Elsie



An Interpretation of the Bridge of Courbevoie, Elsie Mount Fuji with Cherry Tree, Geoff



Loch Duich, Craft Café member

Île de la Cité, Craft Café member



Inspired by Seurat, Leo

Painting with Friends, Ian



Animals, Plants and 
Objects



CLOTIIS, Isobel

Flowers, Isobel 



Artichoke Monkey, Wendy Anne Fruit Bowl, Craft Café member



Alexa the Dog, Isla

Red Kite, Naomi



Corkie the Cat, Phyllis Plant Pots, Alex



Tree, Elspeth

I am a Lovely Juicy Apple, Elspeth



Lily, EvelynTulipa Ophanidea, Helen



Mixed Media 
and Textiles



Shared Paper Collage, Fran

Photo Collage of Hardangerfjord, Michael



Mixed Collage, Carol-Ann
Collage and Mark Making, Craft Café member



Collage (with Paint, Buttons and Fabric), Anne
Mandala, Cecelia



Coral Knitting Square, Cathy It’s Nice to be Nice to Other People, Lorna



“I have been attending the above for 

years and have produced much work 

under the guidance of your staff. Some 

pieces have been exhibited and sold, 

others have been gifted. Your staff 

have been outstanding in courtesy, 

patience, and warmth and it is the best 

part of the week. 

Thank you.”

Naomi 

Craft Café member




