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“IT’S WHERE YOU LEAVE 
ALL EXTRANEOUS THOUGHTS 

AT THE DOOR”

- John Treeby
Craft Café Member



Artists in Residence: Kate Bell
Assistant Tutor: Sarah Derron

Creative Assistant : Mina Heydari-Waite
Programme Manager: Natalie McFadyen White



Craft Café is an Impact Arts programme that aims to create social 
and creative environments where older people can learn new skills, 
renew social networks, and reconnect with their communities. The 
activities, self-directed by participants, harness the joy of creativity, 

artistic expression and learning.

There are two workshops for older people within Viewpoint care 
homes in Edinburgh. These are open to Viewpoint tenants and 

care home residents, and are funded by Viewpoint.

The Cafés are safe, welcoming spaces for people to socialise and 
express their creativity. From painting and drawing to jewellery 
making and sculpture, the Craft Cafés bridge the gap between 
care and housing support, creating a vibrant creative space and 

improving social interaction.



“WE ARE ALL ONE 

FUN SEEKING BODY.”

- John McLeod
Craft Café Member

Christina Curtis, Craft Café  Member





Artist in Residence Kate Bell with members John Rankin 
and Margaret Ragg.





Liz McCluskey, Craft Café Member







Liz McClusky, a St. Raphael’s 
resident who regularly attended 
Craft Café for several years, was 
always up for trying new creative 
projects. 

From knitting soft toy bears to 
animating hand-made puppets, Liz’s 
sense of curiousity and dedication 
came through in all of her artistic 
endeavours. It was inspiring to 
watch her progress from traditional 
craft work with wool and cloth to 
the digital realms of photography. 



Painted Repetition, Neil Forteath



Heads 1, Catherine Harris



Portrait of Sarah, Verna Bond



Do All Fish Swim The Way, Sheila MacKenzie



Artist in Residence 
Kate Bell building 
a model ship with 

member John 
Cummins. 

The Treeby 
Collection, 

Jewellery by John 
Treeby
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Train,  John Cummins



Poppies and Sunshine,  Margaret Wragg and Kate Bell







Sketches 2, John Treeby





“IT’S A REALLY INTERESTING 
PHENOMENON 

(THE CRAFT CAFÉ), 
ITS BLOODY WEIRD 

AND GETS MORE WONDERFUL 
EACH TIME I VISIT.” 

– Andrew McCosh, Craft Café Member



CRAFT  CAFE 
EXHIBITIONS

27th April - 1st May 2017
Metamorphosis 
Solo presentation by Lesley Redfern
Viewpoint Craft Café Edinburgh, Marian House / St Rapheal’s Carehome

1st December 2016
Craft Café Gallery and Shop Opening
Viewpoint Craft Café Edinburgh, Marian House / St Rapheal’s Carehome

2nd - 8th September 2016
Exhibition and Sale of Work
Whitespace, Howe Street

6th May 2016
Craft Café at the British Art Show 8
Botanical Cottage

2nd December 2015
Tea Dance, Textile Launch, Exhibition and Sale of Work
Out of the Blue Drill Hall

3rd - 9th July 2015
Exhibition and Sale of Work
Whitespace, Gayfield Square

8th -15th July 2014
Exhibition and Sale of Work
Out of the Blue Drill Hall

November 2013
Tea Dance, Exhibition & Sale of Work
St Giles, Marchmont 



“POWERFUL AND EVOCATIVE IMAGES 
TO GIVE EXPRESSION 

TO THE EPHEMERAL AND THE ETHEREAL 
THAT IS THE HUMAN MIND 

– IMAGES THAT HELP ME SEE OURSELVES 
AS PART OF THE NATURAL WORLD,

 AND GIVE ME A GLIMPSE INTO THE MINDS 
OF THE DEMENTIA SUFFERERS 

AS THEY SEE THE WORLD. 
THANK YOU.”

- Heidi, Visitor
on Metamorphosis



LESLEY REDFERN 
‘METAMORPHOSIS’

In April 2017 Lesley Redfern exhibited her solo 
presentation Metamorphosis at the Viewpoint 
Craft Café, Edinburgh. Lesley, who along with 
her mum Greta is a Craft Café regular, showed 
photographs and short films exploring the effects 
of dementia on mind and body. Her work uses 
natural forms as a metaphor for changes in the 
brain. 



CRAFT CAFE EXHIBITION AND SALE OF WORK
AT WHITESPACE ON HOWE STREET. 



Pictures from a 2016 exhibition and sale of 
artist’s work from the Craft Café. For one week 
the work of thirty members was on display in 
Whitespace on Howe Street.

 A
n inspiring selection of w

ork including oil paintings, ink draw
ings, photography, 

film
, knitting and jew

ellery show
cased the diverse and interesting w

ork created by 
the m

em
bers of the C

raft C
afé. 

Top: Artist in residence Kate Bell with Craft Café member John 
Cummins and Dory McLaughlin, CEO of Viewpoint. Bottom: 

Kate Bell with Craft Café members Nora Burnett, Geoff 
Blackford and Verna Bond.



REPORT LAUNCH
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 In October 2015 The Equal Opportunities Committee launched its report on 
the extent and impact of social isolation on older and younger people living 

in Scotland at Viewpoint Craft Café in Edinburgh. The event was attended by 
Margaret McCulloch MSP, Convener of the Equal Opportunities Committee 

and Christian Allard MSP, along with Craft Café members from Edinburgh and 
Glasgow and a host of reporters and journalists. Programme Manager Natalie 

McFadyen White had given evidence at the parliamentary enquiry on the subject 
earlier on in the year, along with a host of other organisations working with people 

who had experienced isolation and loneliness.





“IS IT LUNCH TIME 
ALREADY? 

YOU REALLY MEAN IT?
OH, JUST A BIT MORE 

BEFORE WE GO PLEASE”
- George Crosby, Craft Café member




